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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The present invention is directed to a method of obtaining bandwidth requests from a 
plurality of users where individual connections are provided via CPE which is connected to a 
base station. A selected communication parameter which varies with time is stored. A polling 
rate is selected based upon this parameter. Periodically the user is polled for bandwidth requests 
and un-requested bandwidth is granted to a particular user connection. The parameter is updated 
and stored based upon changes and the polling rate is changed based upon the changed 
parameter. 

The closest prior art is Tobita (U.S. Patent No.: 6,914,890). Tobita teaches: method of obtaining 
bandwidth requests from a plurality of users where individual connections are provided via a 
Central Control Unit or CPE which is connected to a Central Control Unit or base station. A 
mobile terminal transmission rate or parameter is stored but this value does not vary with time, 
A polling rate is selected based upon this parameter and the channel condition. Periodically the 
user is polled for bandwidth requests and un-requested bandwidth is granted to a particular user 
connection. 

The closest prior art Tobita (U.S. Patent No.: 6,914,890) does not anticipate or render obvious 
the following claim limitation: "selecting a communication parameter which varies with time" as 
claimed in claim 1. Additionally claims 2-5 & 10-30 are allowed because they depend upon 
claim 1 . 

The present invention is directed to a method or system in which a first user is assigned to a first 
category and a second user is assigned to a second category. A polling rate is assigned to a first 
category and a second polling rate is assigned to a second category. 

The closest prior art is Tobita (U.S. Patent No.: 6,914,890). Tobita teaches assigning a first user 
to a first rate and a second user to a second rate based upon the maximum rate and channel 
conditions. Tobita does not teach assigning different polling categories. 

The closest prior art Tobita (U.S. Patent No.: 6,914,890) does not anticipate or render obvious 
the following claim limitation: 

"assigning a second user to a second one of the pluraUty of polling categories" as claimed in 
claims 31, 48, & 68 respectively. 

Additionally claims 32-42 are allowed because they depend upon claim 31. Claims 49-67 are 
allowed because they depend upon claim 48. Finally, claims 70-74 are allowed because they 
depend upon claim 68. 

The closest prior art is Tobita (U.S. Patent No.: 6,914,890). Tobita teaches assigning a first user 
to a first rate and a second user to a second rate based upon the maximum rate and channel 
conditions. Tobita does not teach assigning different polling groups. 
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The closest prior art Tobita (U.S. Patent No.: 6,914,890) does not anticipate or render obvious 
the following claim limitation: 

"assigning a second user to a second one of the plurality of poUing groups" as claimed in claims 
43. Additionally claims 44-47 are allowed because they depend upon claim 43. 



2. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Robert W. Wilson whose telephone number is 571/272-3075. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-4:30). 



organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published apphcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct,uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



supervisor, Chau T. Nguyen can be reached on 57 1/272-3 126. The fax phone number for the 
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